
I cannot live without
books.

Thomas Jefferson
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Top Titles
in

Circulation

Mt. Tabor students love Dog

Man, Diary of a Wimpy Kid,

Squish, Mo Willem's Pigeon, I

Spy, Elephant and Piggie, and

Dork Diaries. Graphic novels

were by far the most popular

titles.

With a student population of

458, Mt. Tabor is the largest

elementary school in the

district.  

458 = # of
Students
Served
per Week

18,395

Mt. Tabor students skyped with authors Rebecca Gomez, Cressida

Cowell, Lauren Magaziner, Mark Maciejewski, Laura Shovan, Casey

Lyall, and Emma Otheguy. Students prepared questions in advance of

each Skype, and were thoroughly engaged by the authors.

# of Author Skypes 

With a grant from the Parsippany Education Foundation, we were able to

purchase books for the New Jersey Association of School Librarians Battle

of the Books. Twelve 5th grade students competed on three teams to

answer questions about 15 different books.

A mini - grant from the Parsippany Troy-Hills BOE & the Office of

Academics enabled all students to participate in March Book Madness.

There were two different brackets, picture books and middle grade, and

students voted for their favorites weekly. Diverse books were featured in

this year's selections.

# of Grants Received

Mrs. Raff worked with Ms. Migliazza and her first grade class to prepare

for a skype with Alexandra G. Gulick, a PhD candidate studying sea

turtles at the University of Florida. 

Skype a Scientist

2

7

Author
Visit with
Jarrett
Lerner

Jarrett Lerner, author of Enginerds,

visited Mt. Tabor in January and held two

assemblies. Students learned about his

creative process and were encouraged to

read, write and draw.

Student &
Staff
Book Clubs

Five 5th grade students participated in

a book club and discussed Book

Scavenger by Jennifer Chambliss

Bertman.

The first Mt. Tabor Staff Book Club

read three different titles during the

course of the year.

Dot Day

Students in K-5 celebrated

Dot Day (September

15ish).  Based on a book

called The Dot by Peter H.

Reynolds, students learned

about creativity and the

growth mindset.

Cat in the
Hat Visit

Mrs. Raff won a visit from

NJEA's Cat in the Hat this past

February. Mrs. Raff read the

story aloud as K-3 students

sported their Cat in the Hat

masks. The mascot high fived

the students and generated a

great deal of enthusiasm for

reading.

All students in the school

participated in shared

stories and activities in

celebration of the birthday

of Dr. Seuss. Guest readers

were invited in and given

books to read aloud in each

class. A highlight was the

character parade.

Read Across
America

Special Events

Book displays were changed monthly to encourage students to broaden

their reading choices. Displays featured back to school titles, Halloween

stories, Thanksgiving books, computer science, winter stories, African

American history, Asian American & Pacific Islander authors, Earth Day,

and Poetry month. 

Book Displays

660 = 
# of Leveled
Readers
Processed for
the 
Bookroom

110 sets of readers (levels A - Z) were

entered into the Alexandria circulation

system and barcoded for use by staff

members (book room).

Pajama
Drive

Students and staff donated 77 pairs of

pajamas for families in need in Morris

County during our first annual pajama

drive.  Scholastic matched each

donation with a book to provide

for kids in need. 

Mrs. Raff created monthly newsletters for staff to highlight activities in

the media center and provide information about resources for

instruction. The newsletters were written using several different digital

platforms such as Canva, Venngage, Piktochart and Google Slides.  In

addition, two newsletters were written expressly for Mt. Tabor families.

Newsletters

Mrs. Raff was selected as an American Library Association Emerging

Leader 2019. She was sponsored by the New Jersey Association of

School Librarians and joined 49 other librarians from across the United

States at the ALA conferences in Seattle and Washington D.C. She

worked with 4 other school librarians on a project about inclusion for

the American Association of School Librarians that will be published on

their website.

ALA Emerging Leader Award


